GUIDELINES FOR

CHERIDA COLLINS SMITH 

IDA INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIPS

Oregon Branch of the International Dyslexia Association

To be selected:  

1. Candidate must reside within the geographical boundaries of the Oregon Branch of IDA.

2. He/She must be willing to become a member of IDA.

3. Applicant must be an educator, at any level, preferably in a public system.  Special attention is also given to those residing beyond the Portland metropolitan area, all other qualifications being equal.  Residents of distant towns, cities, or rural areas are especially desirable.

4. This scholarship is intended for Oregon educators only.  (Money from this fund is not designated for a parent, student, or other professional.  For several years ORBIDA provided funds to help accommodate these categories, but those funds no longer exist.)

5. An applicant accepting this scholarship agrees, on returning to the community, to pass on to local educators the important information gleaned.  This can be achieved at a workshop or more casual meeting, in writing, whatever form works best in that area.  The returning recipient really becomes an ongoing valuable resource to colleagues and can become a strong force for educational change in that area. 

6. The recipient of the scholarship also agrees, on returning home, to write a personal note of appreciation to the donor, Cherida Collins Smith, describing the experience.

7. It is very important to the donor that the money be used for International Conference Scholarships rather than for local branch workshops.  However, if money from a given year is not all used, because of the last-minute illness of a recipient or a dearth of applicants that year, then any remaining money for that year may be used for scholarships to the Oregon workshop, usually planned for at least several months after the IDA conference.  In this case the Scholarship Chair needs to write to the donor for permission, stating the reason.

NOTE:  IDA Conference scholarship recipients make wonderful ambassadors in their own geographical area in Oregon.  They should be encouraged and cooperated with in every possible way.  That was the original intent of the donor…to spread information to “underserved” outlying and distant parts of Oregon and thereby improve education of all students in the ENTIRE state.  Our scholarship recipients can become important resident experts, especially with our cooperation and encouragement. The implications for future ORBIDA leadership are also clear.  

