INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIPS

What They Are and How They Came About

By Gloria Zeal Davis, Scholarship Chair


In 1986, during my presidency of the Oregon Branch, Victor Flaming, an adult just diagnosed as dyslexic, made a sacrificial gift to the Branch in appreciation for our work.  (Already spear-header of a six-hour video series in which many of us participated as talking heads, he later became a Branch Board Member and received a Bachelor’s degree, qualifying him in three major areas of expertise.)  The gift was to be used to start a teacher training fund, which we then designated the Victor Flaming Scholarship Fund.


Many of us added to that fund and, in 1987, a former student from my Junior English Class at The Catlin Gabel School, Cherida Collins Smith, was so impressed with the idea that she made a contribution large enough to send several teachers to the San Francisco IDA Conference.  She also attended that conference and met with the recipients, sharing in their excitement.  Her generous gift, earmarked for teacher training through the International Conference, then became an annual offering that has now continued for over twenty years. 


As teachers we never know the future wonders that are set in motion by our presence in the classroom!  Without any realization on my part, our benefactor, then seventeen and interested only in math-science courses, was suddenly “turned on” to the joy of books by her experience in my English class.  Of this fact I was totally unaware until years later, as our friendship continued and deepened along with our personal growth.


The original enthusiasm spread when, in 1989, Diana Kerman, Local Arrangements Chair, asked me to handle the fundraising for the 1991 IDA Conference in Portland, Oregon.  As we pooled our expertise to come up with a workable plan for receiving grant money, we began to realize a marvelous vision that would embrace teacher training throughout the state.  We would bring in from every county in Oregon at least one teacher to attend the Portland conference and take back what was learned to the local community.  A promise to do this was the price of free registration. 


At this time Pat Robb, Outreach Chair, began the gargantuan task of finding educators all over Oregon who would 1) disperse information about the conference and 2) either apply to attend the conference or send someone else willing to promise dissemination of information on returning home.  She managed to cover every county in Oregon.  Magically, we began to receive grant money from sources who NEVER provide scholarships to anything but who saw this rather as opportunity to enhance Oregon education for all students in the classroom, through teacher training that was cumulative in effect, with each one teaching many. 


In 1986 the Oregon Board agreed to add supplementary money so that a parent or student or other professional might apply to the Boston IDA International Conference.  Unfortunately, there is no longer any Branch funding available for these additional applicants, although our local Branch Conference makes free or reduced registration available each year for educators who would otherwise be unable to attend.  Who knows what the future holds?  At any time the problem could be remedied by a so-far-unknown donor with a vision, just as has happened in the past.


Meanwhile, since the original plan was set in motion, we have been able to send at least two educators to every succeeding International Conference.  

Deadline for submitting the application this year is Friday, September 10, 2010.  Phoenix, Arizona is the conference site, October 27-30.  You will want to be there!        

