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The International Dyslexia Association (IDA) is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to 
helping individuals with dyslexia, their families and 
the communities that support them. The IDA 
actively promotes informed and effective teaching 
approaches, methods and strategies that are 
implemented as intended with fidelity to design.

IDA supports and encourages interdisciplinary 
research, seeks to facilitate the exploration of the 
causes for and early identification of disorders that 
place children at risk for reading failure, and is 
committed to the responsible dissemination of 
research-based knowledge.

Founded in memory of
Samuel T. Orton
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Promoting literacy through research, education, and advocacy

PRESIDENTÕS MESSAGE:           
Dear ORBIDA Members and Friends,

 As you enjoy your summer vacation and 
take time to be with your children, grand-
children, and families, the ORBIDA Board of 
Directors has been busy planning activities for 
the summer of 2011 and beyond. 

 Family Fun Day, August 6th, in 
Vancouver, Wash., will be held at the Marshall Center (see page 10). 
Please join us for this fun day planned especially for you and your child. 
Take an afternoon to enjoy studentsÕ artwork, learn from a panel of 
students with dyslexia, join in the fun as firefighters engage in Sumo 
wrestling to raise funds for dyslexia awareness, ask questions of the 
ORBIDA Board of Directors, and connect with families who are 
interested in literacy acquisition for all students.

 The 2011-2012 Lecture Series has already been scheduled. We 
hope you will join us on the second Tuesday of most school months at 
Thomas Edison High School in Beaverton, Ore., for these interesting 
topics (see page 5). This is also an opportunity to connect with other 
families, tutors, and educators who are interested in learning more about 
dyslexia. 

 We invite you to save the date and join us for ORBIDAÕS 37th 
Annual Conference on February 28, 2012 (see page 9). Our conference 
will again be held at the lovely Crowne Plaza Hotel in Portland, Ore. We 
are looking forward to having newly elected IDA President, Dr. Eric 
Tridas, as our speaker. The topic will be Dyslexia and Executive 
Functions.  If individuals have deficits in both of these areas, their 
learning ability can be highly impacted. I hope that you will join us to 
learn about the latest findings in both of these areas.

 As most of you may already know, ORBIDAÕs region covers all 
of Oregon and the Southwest Washington counties of Pacific, 
Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Clark, Skamania and Klickitat from the Columbia 
Gorge to the Washington Coast. In light of that, we are interested in any 
legislation and/or changes in addressing the needs of those in Washington 
with dyslexia.                               (continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1) 

 We are anticipating the release of the Washington State Dyslexia Handbook, which will be put on the 
Office of Superintendent of Public InstructionÕs website in the near future. This will be of great interest to 
those living in Washington State as a resource for both parents and educators. You may want to visit OSPIÕs 
website, www.k12.wa.us/. As I visited the site just last week, I was pleased to see that Washington has now 
acknowledged dyslexia as a Specific Learning Disability. Click here to see that statement:  http://
www.k12.wa.us/Reading/default.aspx

 To learn more:   http://www.k12.wa.us/Reading/DyslexiaPilotProj.aspx   In addition OSPI has linked to 
IDAÕS Knowledge and Practice Standards for Teachers on this page.

 We want to invite you to view HBOÕs brand new release,  A Journey Into Dyslexia. This film is focused 
on adults who describe their journey through life with dyslexia.  This is 
a poignant look at dyslexia. We are partnering with Park Academy to 
bring this documentary to you. The film is aimed for high school 
students to adults.  This is a free event, and the date and time will be 
sent out by email in the near future.  If you are not on our email list, 
please join today so that you can be notified of supportive activities and 
events such as this.

 Finally, we are pleased to announce that we have been chosen as 
one of several U.S. IDA branches to pilot IDAÕs new Parent Initiative.  Be sure to read about the new benefits 
and lower cost of our yearly parent membership (see page 3).

 Enjoy the remaining days of summer!  I hope to see you at an ORBIDA event soon! 
 

Cheryl
Cheryl Anthony
ORBIDA President 

Calling All Reading Tutors and Dyslexia Diagnosticians!
 ORBIDA is looking for trained reading tutors and dyslexia diagnosticians from all areas of 
Oregon and Southwest Washington.!!We have folks contacting us from communities well beyond the 
Portland Metro area, but we often donÕt know where to send them for help!

 So, if you are a tutor or have used a great tutor, please send us contact information: name, 
phone number and email address.!ORBIDA wants to help tutors and diagnosticians connect to people 
who need their services.!Send us an e-mail at info@orbida.org

 We also need tutors and testers who!work with adults.!!Let us know if you or your community 
has a support program for adult individuals with learning disabilities.

 We look forward to hearing from you. ORBDIA and the dyslexia community deeply appreciate 

your help with this project.   

http://www.k12.wa.us/Reading/default.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/Reading/default.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/Reading/default.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/Reading/default.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/Reading/DyslexiaPilotProj.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/Reading/DyslexiaPilotProj.aspx
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International Dyslexia Association Announces 
Groundbreaking Parent Membership Initiative in 
Response to 40,000 Annual Inquiries
Move Marks Major Shift in Organizational Focus Because 1 in 10 
Children Struggle with Dyslexia
PR Newswire
BALTIMORE, July 6, 2011
 

IDA PARENT MEMBERSHIP INITIATIVE

Interested in joining or renewing your membership to ORBIDA?

Please click on this link for information on how  to join!

https://www.interdys.org/olssecure/JoinorRenew.aspx

 The International Dyslexia Association 
(IDA) announces a pioneer initiative to support 
parents of dyslexic children. With one out of every 
ten people struggling with dyslexia, 
the IDA has taken the bold step of 
offering direct support to parents for 
the first time in its history.

    A discounted membership  of 
$45.00 will provide parents access to 
an online interactive community 
including a discussion forum, blog 
and more, a bi-monthly  dyslexia 
newsletter, access to Perspectives (the 
IDA's quarterly publication focusing 
on dyslexia and other reading 
problems), discounted pricing on 
IDA publications, access to Annals of 
Dyslexia (a journal dedicated to the 
scient i f ic study  of dyslexia) , 
discounted admission to the IDA's 
annual conference which includes top 
experts on dyslexia, an online referral 
service for treatment professionals, 
affiliation with a local branch of the 
IDA which parents can use for local support and 
resources, the opportunity for educational 

scholarships for their children, as well as travel and 
insurance discounts.

 The shift  to offer resources directly to 
parents comes as a result of an 
increased demand for support services 
for parents of dyslexic children. Each 
year the IDA answers 30,000-40,000 
direct inquiries  to their national 
office from individuals seeking more 
information on dyslexia. The IDA 
estimates that up to 20% of the 
population demonstrates signs of 
dyslexia and a recent study revealed 
that as many as 35% of entrepreneurs 
may be dyslexic.

 "We are excited to launch this 
pilot program to offer resources to 
parents in need of answers and 
support with their child's dyslexia 
diagnosis," stated Steve Peregoy, 
E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r o f t h e 
International Dyslexia Association.

 For more information about 
becoming a parent member visit our website at 
www.interdys.org.  

Parent 
Membership 
Benefits  

As an IDA parent member, 
you are provided with vast 
amounts of information, a 
network of support with 
experts and educators as 
well as access to a 
community of other 
parents and family 
members who face similar 
challenges on a daily 
basis. For $45 a year, 
your membership 
includes: visit our website 
at www.interdys.org.  

https://www.interdys.org/olssecure/JoinorRenew.aspx
https://www.interdys.org/olssecure/JoinorRenew.aspx
http://www.interdys.org
http://www.interdys.org
http://www.interdys.org
http://www.interdys.org
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  Welcome and Thank You!           
New and renewing ORBIDA members April 1, 2011 - June 30, 2011

BOOK SNAPSHOT

Subtypes of Dyslexia
by Marcia Hollander

Kelly Arnold

Mike Boyes

Dawn Brooks

Heather Fraser

Kathy Hardie-Williams

Joyce Heinke

Diane Huber

Jaqueline Lisowski

Margaret Nava

Park Academy

Elizabeth Ramsey

Barbara Rappleyea

Heather Redenback

Holly Reynolds

Felicia Rosenthal

Carol Thomas

Amy Wilson

   Response to Intervention (RTI or RtI), a system for 
identifying students who need academic assistance 
before they fail, is fast replacing the old "ability 
versus achievement" discrepancy  model in public 
schools. To enrich the RtI method, authors Feifer and 
Toffalo suggest a science-based focus on the cognitive 
and clinical neuropsychology  of reading 
disability. One chapter, derived from 
the explosion of knowledge gained 
from recent research on the brain, 
defines three different subtypes of 
dyslexia.

Dysphonetic Dyslexia
   When a student can't make letter-to-
sound connections in words, s/he is 
likely  to guess a word by depending on 
the context and any accompanying 
illustrations. Another common strategy 
is to look at the beginning consonant 
and to guess words that  start with that 
letter. Because their phonological 
processing is lacking, these students 
often rely  on memory  for word 
retr ieval . Studies suggest that 
dysphonetic readers may have a 
disconnection between the angular 
gyrus and other regions of the brain 
that are key to reading.

Surface Dyslexia
   Some students can make the sound of each letter in 
a word, but don't connect the sounds ("blending"). If 
this continues past the earliest stages of reading, the 
lack of fluency usually means that reading is neither 

effortless nor enjoyable. And, without blending skills, 
a reader may not develop a sense of the spatial 
properties of a word, which leads to automatic 
reading. Some controversial studies suggest that 
people with surface dyslexia may  have fewer neurons 
in the visual processing pathways of the brain.

Mixed Dyslexia
   Despite years of intensive remediation, 
reading remains agonizingly  difficult for 
some children. Even familiar words are 
read as if new, so-called "careless" errors 
abound, and oral reading expression is 
slow and flat. Research evidence 
suggests that a disconnection prevents 
multiple brain areas from communicating 
with each other. Whatever the cause, this 
severe form of dyslexia is usually 
agonizing for students Ð as well as 
parents and teachers Ð because it is so 
difficult to overcome.

   In this comprehensive text, the authors 
also provide a behavioral checklist for 
each type of dyslexia, as well as chapters 
on phonological and orthographic 
processing, comprehension issues, 
evidence-based interventions and more. 

Marcia Hollander is a Reading Specialist with a 
private tutoring practice in downtown Portland. 
Contact her at   marciahollander@comcast.net.  

Integrating RTI with 
Cognitive 

Neuropsychology: 
A Scientific Approach 

to Reading
Steven G. Feifer, DEd, 
and Douglas A. Della 

Toffalo, PhD

mailto:marciahollander@comcast.net
mailto:marciahollander@comcast.net
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ORBIDA LECTURE SERIES
!

2011-12 ORBIDA Lecture Series
All lectures 7:00-9:00 p.m.  

In partnership with

        Thomas Edison High School
 http://www.taedisonhs.org/

The Oregon Branch of the International Dyslexia Association is proud to sponsor the 2010-2011 Lecture Series. 
You wonÕt want to miss a single lecture! Please invite your friends, school personnel, and others interested in the field of 
learning differences.

All lectures will be held at Thomas Edison High School, 9020 SW Beaverton Hillsdale Highway, Portland, Ore. 97225.
The cost is $5.00 for ORBIDA members, $10.00 for non-members, payable at door. 

!
 Date:! ! October 11, 2011" ! ! !
!  Time:! ! 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm" ! ! !
!  Topic:!! ÒTechnology for People with DyslexiaÓ"
! ! ! Mathieu Jazbinschek, M.Ed., will be discussing the types of 
! ! ! technologies that allow me and other people with dyslexia to function 
! ! ! more independently at school, work, and home.
! ! ! Some of the topics discussed will be electronic books, screen readers, 
! ! ! speech recognition software, word prediction software, iPads and more.
! Speaker:! Mathieu Jazbinschek M.Ed., Technology Instructional Coach at Evergreen 
! ! ! Public Schools

! Date:! ! Nov. 8, 2011
! Time:! ! 7:00 - 9:00 pm
! Topic:!! ÒLife After High School - Transition IssuesÓ
! ! ! This lecture will focus on the services available to assist students as they 
! ! ! make !the transition from high school, accommodations students can use, 
! ! ! and support services at college.
! Speaker:" ! Harry Zweben, M.Ed. in Counselor Education
! ! ! Disability Services Counselor at Portland Community College, providing 
! ! ! counseling, support, outreach, and accommodations for students with 
! ! ! disabilities." President of ORAHEAD, (Oregon Chapter of the National 
! ! ! Association for Higher Education and Disabilities. 

! ! ! No December lecture." 

! ! ! Washington Clock hours and Oregon PDU's will be available. 
   

 �1�S�P�N�P�U�J�O�H���M�J�U�F�S�B�D�Z���U�I�S�P�V�H�I���S�F�T�F�B�S�D�I�
���F�E�V�D�B�U�J�P�O�
���B�O�E���B�E�W�P�D�B�D�Z

NEW TIME!

http://www.taedisonhs.org
http://www.taedisonhs.org
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           e are very excited to add a new section to our newsletter!  

    It it we will take a moment to sing the praises of those teachers and mentor whose efforts are 
finding success with those impacted by dyslexia. In this section we will recognize people and the 
things that they do that contribute to success. We are inviting you to nominate those in your 
community whom you would like to see honored. 

    To debut our new section, we are thrilled to honor Skyview High 
School teacher, Kim Hansen.

    Kim Hansen was nominated by her student, Madeline Park.  Kim has 
been teaching for 24 years.  Twenty-one of those years have been with 
Vancouver Public Schools in Southwest Washington.  Kim teaches math 
and computer classes at the high school level.  Her attitude and 
philosophies, as well as her presentation and relationships with 
students, enable her to assist her students find success.  When asked 

what she likes about her job, she replies that she doesnÕt see it as a job. ÒI don't Ôgo to workÕ 
everyday, I Ôgo to schoolÕ. It's as fun for me now as it was when I was a student.Ó 

    Madeline shares with others how Kim shows students different ways to learn the material 
when they need it. Madeline also appreciates how Kim makes herself available to students 
whenever she can.  Her dedication to students is evident; ÒI love working one-on-one with 
students, and figuring out how they think about math. I am very interested in using technology 
with students.Ó Her ability to work individually, use alternate means to explain problems, and 
embrace technology allow her students to be- and feel- accomplished in their abilities and what 
they have leaned.

    Another area that stands out for both Kim and her students is her ability to see beyond the 
classroom.  She describes this in the following quote: ÒIn addition to teaching math, I really 
believe in teaching kids that they need to know what works best for them to learn, and then 
advocate for themselves with their teachers. They will need to be their own advocate throughout 
their lives, not just in school.Ó She extends this value to the classroom through an emphasis on 
classroom participation, ÒI also stress participation in my classroom, another skill I think that 
everyone needs to develop so they can be active participants in their own lives!Ó
 
    We are proud to highlight Kim Hansen in our first edition of High Five. She is truly deserving of 
a ÒHIGH 5Ó! 

    Please send your nominations to Shelbe Park at spark3765@hotmail.com  and include a brief 
description of the individual, and a picture (if possible). And donÕt forget to include what it is they 
do that makes them outstanding and successful! 

5     High Five!                         by Jenna Kitamura !!

W

mailto:spark3765@hotmail.com
mailto:spark3765@hotmail.com
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Join Park Academy for the Inaugural

 Dyslexia Golf Tournament 

**Two chances to win a VIP package to the 
Staples Center in LA!

Pkg A: 4 VIP tickets Blazers vs Lakers
Pkg B: 4 VIP tickets Lakers vs (2010/11 playoff team) 

October 8th 8:30am
Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club

Scramble Format- Shotgun Start

The tournament will benefit students with special learning needs 

such as dyslexia and other language based learning differences.

register at
http://www.golfdigestplanner.com/19187-/

For more information and sponsorship 
opportunities contact Gary Strachan 
garystyg@comcast.net 503-805-2395

Register by August 15th 2011 and you will receive a 2 for 1 golf 
certificate to Pumpkin Ridge which is valid for one year.  You will 

also receive a free swing evaluation and lesson.

Wise Choice Educational Solutions
Specializing in Solutions with Long Term Impact

We specialize in solutions for people who have difficulty with reading & language processing. 
Reading Therapy, Remediation, & Tutoring with certified Slingerland teachers, uses a multi-sensory approach -- 
auditory, visual, & kinesthetic modalities, along with English language rules that support language acquisition & 
understanding.  We teach Phonics, Reading Comprehension, Writing Structure, Spelling Strategies, Math & 
Organizational Skills.

Includes:  Attention Deficit Disorder, Dyslexia, & people who have had difficulty with the education process.

10175 S.W. Barbur Blvd. #215B
Portland, Oregon  97219

www.wisechoiceeducationalsolutions.com

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A CONSULTATION!

http://www.wisechoiceeducationalsolutions.com
http://www.wisechoiceeducationalsolutions.com
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ORBIDA proudly presents our

37th Annual Conference: 
"A DAY WITH DR. ERIC TRIDAS: 

Executive Functions"

Saturday, February 25, 2012

Crowne Plaza Portland Downtown
Portland, Oregon

Save These Dates !!
IDA and ORBIDA Annual Conferences:

November 9-12, 2011: IDA 62nd Annual Conference
Chicago Hilton Hotel
Chicago, IL

February 25, 2012: ORBIDA 37th Annual Conference
 ÒA Day with Dr. Eric Q. TridasÓ
 Crowne Plaza Portland Downtown
 1441 NE 2nd Avenue at Weidler St.
 Portland, OR 97232

October 23-27, 2012: IDA 63rd Annual Conference
Baltimore Convention Center
Baltimore Hilton Hotel
Baltimore, MD

February 23, 2013: ORBIDA 38th Annual Conference
 
November 6-9, 2013: IDA 64th Annual Conference

Ernest N. Morial Convention 
Center
New Orleans, LA

Join in the fun!
Please join us on the ORBIDA 

facebook page!

 www.facebook.com , and do a 
search for ORBIDA (you must 

have an existing facebook 
account)

http://www.facebook.com
http://www.facebook.com
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Executive Functions

Abstract:  Executive functions impact an individualÕs capacity to perform in an independent, 
purposeful and goal oriented fashion.  In this seminar, Dr. Tridas will describe the relationship between 
executive functions, ADHD, dyslexia and other learning challenges.  The clinical manifestations of 
these common disorders will be reviewed along with the strategies used to manage them.  

This workshop will include ÓFrom ABC to ADHD:  What Parents should Know About Dyslexia and 
Attention ProblemsÓ.  

This is a research-based topic.  

Eric Q. Tridas, MD, FAAP

Medical Director
The Tridas Center for Child Development
4144 North Armenia Avenue, Suite 375
Tampa, FL 33607
 www.thetridascenter.com

Dr. Tridas is the director of The Tridas Center for Child Development. He is a 
board certified pediatrician who specializes in the diagnosis and management of 
developmental and behavioral conditions such as ADHD, Learning Disabilities, 
Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Mental Retardation and other neurodevelopmental and 
behavioral problems.

Dr. Tridas has resided in the Tampa Bay area since 1982. He completed his 
fellowship in Ambulatory Pediatrics, child development and learning disabilities at 
the Children's Hospital Medical Center in Boston. During that time he held an 
appointment as a Teaching Fellow at Harvard University Medical School. Dr. 

Tridas completed his residency in Pediatrics at the Children's Hospital of Buffalo. He graduated from 
the University of Puerto Rico, School of Medicine in 1977.

Dr. Tridas is a Clinical Assistant Professor in Family Practice at the University Of South Florida 
School Of Medicine. Dr. Tridas is also the State Medical Director for Pediatric Health Choice 
Prescribed Pediatric Extended Care (P-PEC) facilities. 

He is a Fellow of the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Society for Developmental Pediatrics, the 
American Academy of Cerebral Palsy and Developmental Medicine and the Society for 
Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics. 

Dr. Tridas is President-Elect of the International Dyslexia Association.  

ORBIDAÕS 37th Annual Conference - ÒExecutive FunctionsÓ

http://www.thetridascenter.com
http://www.thetridascenter.com
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IDAÕs 62nd Annual Conference

November 9-12, 2011
Hilton Chicago Ð Chicago, Illinois

Conference Program is available online

Look for scholarship information and application forms
on the following pages, or on our ORBIDA website now!
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What all is included in the Registration Fee?  The registration fee covers your entry 
into all concurrent sessions, plenary sessions, Conference Kick-Off, and Exhibit Hall 
(including grand-opening). Some events require an additional ticket purchase, like the 
Friday night PresidentÕs Celebration. Click Here  to register online. 

Can I become a Member and register for the conference at the same time?  Yes 
you can!  There will be an option to join/renew as a member and register 
simultaneously. Click Here  to register online.

Are there scholarships?  IDA Headquarters offers three scholarships for attendees. 
Two are for educators and one is for parent members only. Click Here  for more 
information.  Additionally, many Branches of IDA will also offer scholarships.  Click 
Here to find your branch. 

http://www.cvent.com/events/62nd-annual-ida-conference/event-summary-9122e097c9a4496e876d0df02b8aafaa.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/62nd-annual-ida-conference/event-summary-9122e097c9a4496e876d0df02b8aafaa.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/62nd-annual-ida-conference/event-summary-9122e097c9a4496e876d0df02b8aafaa.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/62nd-annual-ida-conference/event-summary-9122e097c9a4496e876d0df02b8aafaa.aspx
http://www.interdys.org/ConferenceScholarships.htm
http://www.interdys.org/ConferenceScholarships.htm
https://ww2.eventrebels.com/er/Chapter/OnlineChapterByState.jsp?Token=FYLJ8BKH4PXMYSGQBT6Y9USH3J
https://ww2.eventrebels.com/er/Chapter/OnlineChapterByState.jsp?Token=FYLJ8BKH4PXMYSGQBT6Y9USH3J
https://ww2.eventrebels.com/er/Chapter/OnlineChapterByState.jsp?Token=FYLJ8BKH4PXMYSGQBT6Y9USH3J
https://ww2.eventrebels.com/er/Chapter/OnlineChapterByState.jsp?Token=FYLJ8BKH4PXMYSGQBT6Y9USH3J
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GUIDELINES FOR
CHERIDA COLLINS SMITH 

IDA INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIPS
Oregon Branch of the International Dyslexia Association

To be selected:  

Candidate must reside within the geographical boundaries of the Oregon Branch of IDA, 
defined as the state of Oregon and the southwest Washington counties of Pacific, Wahkiakum, 
Cowlitz, Clark, Skamania and Klickitat.

He/She must be willing to become a member of IDA.

Applicant must be an educator, at any level, preferably in a public system.  Special attention is 
also given to those residing beyond the Portland metropolitan area, all other qualifications being 
equal.  Residents of distant towns, cities, or rural areas are especially desirable.

This scholarship is intended for Oregon Branch educators only.  (Money from this fund is not 
designated for a parent, student, or other professional.  For several years ORBIDA provided 
funds to help accommodate these categories, but those funds no longer exist.)

An applicant accepting this scholarship agrees, on returning to the community, to pass on to 
local educators the important information gleaned.  This can be achieved at a workshop or 
more casual meeting, in writing, whatever form works best in that area.  The returning recipient 
really becomes an ongoing valuable resource to colleagues and can become a strong force for 
educational change in that area. 

The recipient of the scholarship also agrees, on returning home, to write a personal note of 
appreciation to the donor, Cherida Collins Smith, describing the experience.

It is very important to the donor that the money be used for International Conference 
Scholarships rather than for local branch workshops.  However, if money from a given year is 
not all used, because of the last-minute illness of a recipient or a dearth of applicants that year, 
then any remaining money for that year may be used for scholarships to the Oregon workshop, 
usually planned for at least several months after the IDA conference.  In this case the 
Scholarship Chair needs to write to the donor for permission, stating the reason.

Applications must be submitted to the Oregon Branch Scholarship Committee in accordance 
with the application deadline as printed on the scholarship application form.  

NOTE:  IDA Conference scholarship recipients make wonderful ambassadors in their own 
geographical area in Oregon.  They should be encouraged and cooperated with in every 
possible way.  That was the original intent of the donorÉto spread information to ÒunderservedÓ 
outlying and distant parts of Oregon and thereby improve education of all students in the 
ENTIRE state.  Our scholarship recipients can become important resident experts, especially 
with our cooperation and encouragement. The implications for future ORBIDA leadership are 
also clear.  
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIPS
What They Are and How They Came About

By Gloria Zeal Davis, Scholarship Chair

 In 1986, during my presidency of the Oregon Branch, Victor Flaming, an adult just diagnosed 
as dyslexic, made a sacrificial gift to the Branch in appreciation for our work.  (Already spear-header 
of a six-hour video series in which many of us participated as talking heads, he later became a 
Branch Board Member and received a BachelorÕs degree, qualifying him in three major areas of 
expertise.)  The gift was to be used to start a teacher training fund, which we then designated the 
Victor Flaming Scholarship Fund.

 Many of us added to that fund and, in 1987, a former student from my Junior English Class at 
The Catlin Gabel School, Cherida Collins Smith , was so impressed with the idea that she made a 
contribution large enough to send several teachers to the San Francisco IDA Conference.  She also 
attended that conference and met with the recipients, sharing in their excitement.  Her generous gift, 
earmarked for teacher training through the International Conference, then became an annual 
offering that has now continued for over twenty years. 

 As teachers we never know the future wonders that are set in motion by our presence in the 
classroom!  Without any realization on my part, our benefactor, then seventeen and interested only 
in math-science courses, was suddenly Òturned onÓ to the joy of books by her experience in my 
English class.  Of this fact I was totally unaware until years later, as our friendship continued and 
deepened along with our personal growth.

 The original enthusiasm spread when, in 1989, Diana Kerman, Local Arrangements Chair, 
asked me to handle the fundraising for the 1991 IDA Conference in Portland, Oregon.  As we pooled 
our expertise to come up with a workable plan for receiving grant money, we began to realize a 
marvelous vision that would embrace teacher training throughout the state.  We would bring in from 
every county in Oregon at least one teacher to attend the Portland conference and take back what 
was learned to the local community.  A promise to do this was the price of free registration. 

 At this time Pat Robb, Outreach Chair, began the gargantuan task of finding educators all 
over Oregon who would 1) disperse information about the conference and 2) either apply to attend 
the conference or send someone else willing to promise dissemination of information on returning 
home.  She managed to cover every county in Oregon.  Magically, we began to receive grant money 
from sources who NEVER provide scholarships to anything but who saw this rather as opportunity 
to enhance Oregon education for all students in the classroom, through teacher training that was 
cumulative in effect, with each one teaching many. 

 In 1986 the Oregon Board agreed to add supplementary money so that a parent or student 
or other professional might apply to the Boston IDA International Conference.  Unfortunately, there is 
no longer any Branch funding available for these additional applicants, although our local Branch 
Conference makes free or reduced registration available each year for educators who would 
otherwise be unable to attend.  Who knows what the future holds?  At any time the problem could 
be remedied by a so-far-unknown donor with a vision, just as has happened in the past.

 Meanwhile, since the original plan was set in motion, we have been able to send at least two 
educators to every succeeding International Conference.  

Deadline for submitting the application this year is Friday, September 9, 2011 .  
Chicago, Illinois is the conference site, November 9-12.  You will want to be there! 

Use this link to apply for an ORBIDA Chicago Scholarship:

http://www.orbida.org/eventview.asp?EID=147       
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62nd Annual Conference of the International Dyslexia Association
November 9-12, 2011 Ð Hilton Chicago Ð Chicago, Illinois

ORBIDA 2011 Scholarship Application
(Funded through the generosity of Ms. Cherida Collins Smith)

ELIGIBILITY:  Restricted at the request of the donor to classroom teachers working within the geographically-defined boundaries 
of the Oregon Branch, including the southwest Washington counties of Pacific, Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, 

Clark, Skamania and Klickitat

Full Name:_____________________________________________  Date: _________________________________

Street Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone:  ( ______ ) _____________________________ Work Phone: ( _____ ) ________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________________________

E-Mail Address: ______________________________________ Fax: ( ______ ) ____________________________

School District: _____________________________________  Current Position: ____________________________

Years of Teaching Experience: _______________ Grades Taught: _______________________________________

Professional Credentials Held: ____________________________________________________________________

Are you currently a student?  If yes, name of college or university attending: ________________________________

Are you a member of IDA now?  _________    If yes, IDA Member ID (from your IDA card): ____________________

Have you attended previous IDA or Oregon Branch conferences?  If yes, what years? _______________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you previously received a scholarship from the IDA or the Oregon Branch?  If yes, what date(s)? ___________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Please state your reasons for wanting to attend the 2011 Chicago conference:  _____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Please state how you would use the information, techniques and strategies learned at the conference:

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Please state your philosophy and motivation for working with children and/or adults with learning differences:

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Please state your financial need for this scholarship: _________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Please write how the needs of Òat riskÓ children are being met in your local area: ___________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Feel free to use the back of this form for additional comments Ð 
if sending electronically, please go to the ORBIDA website as this form is a pdf - you can print and mail only.

ORBIDA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION DEADLINE:  Friday, September 9, 2011

MAIL to:

ORBIDA Scholarship
P. O. Box 2609

Portland, OR 97208-2609

QUESTIONS?  E-mail scholarship@orbida.org

mailto:scholarship@orbida.org
mailto:scholarship@orbida.org
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Give a Gift That Cares
Is someone you care about coping with dyslexia? 
Or raising or teaching a child who has dyslexia?

There's no better gift than an IDA/ORBIDA membership for a year's worth of information 
and support. Members enjoy IDA and ORBIDA lectures, online newsletters, book discounts,             

fact sheets and more.

Place your membership gift order (which includes both IDA and ORBIDA membership): at
https://www.interdys.org/olssecure/JoinorRenew.aspx

https://www.interdys.org/olssecure/JoinorRenew.aspx
https://www.interdys.org/olssecure/JoinorRenew.aspx
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General Support Opportunities

 $5 will provide specific materials/information and 
 postage for mailing to one family with children who 
 are or maybe dyslexic.

 $25 will pay for one hourÕs time for a qualified 
 Information & Referral resource to return multiple 
 phone calls and/or e-mails, and to mail our specific 
 and appropriate information to people who have 
 contacted our organization for help.

 $100 will pay expenses for one monthÕs Lecture Series 
 meeting.

 $100 will provide scholarship for conference registration 
 for one day of an ORBIDA annual conference for a 
 pre-service educator (student).

 $220 will provide a scholarship for a conference 
 registration or one day of an ORBIDA annual 
 conference.

 $350 will provide one monthÕs rent for the shared 
 office space used by ORBIDA.

 $400 will provide one scholarship for conference 
 registration to an IDA annual conference.

Any and all contributions used to help those 
with dyslexia are greatly appreciated. 

Thank you!

TimberLines Advertising

Advertising Rates:
                     SINGLE            4-          MEMBER 4-
          ISSUE RATE  ISSUE RATE  ISSUE RATE

Business Card $10    $30       $25
Quarter Page $20    $60       $50
Half Page  $40    $120      $100
Full Page  $75    $225      $200

Please e-mail your ad in one of two formats 
(Microsoft Word or .pdf) and please mail 
payment to ORBIDA, P.O. Box 2609, 
Portland, OR 97208-2609, when you submit 
the ad copy. ORBIDA members receive a 
discount on the 4-issue rate!

Please contact Gary Wright, advertising 
manager, with any advertising questions at:
gbwright47@me.com

Dear Friend of the Oregon Branch:  

You are invited and encouraged to 
advertise in any or all of the 
newsletters this year.  Each issue of our 
newsletter is posted on the ORBIDA 
website at: 
http://www.orbida.org/newsletters.asp  
for the benefit of all, and we reach not 
only our local and regional IDA 
members but also interested 
individuals nation- and world-wide.

The Oregon Branch Address has Changed!
Oregon Branch of the International Dyslexia Association

P. O. Box 2609
Portland, OR 97208-2609

Our telephone, e-mail, and website information remains the same.  
Please visit us often at:

 www.orbida.org

mailto:gary.b.wright@verizon.net
mailto:gary.b.wright@verizon.net
http://www.orbida.org/newsletters.asp
http://www.orbida.org/newsletters.asp
http://www.orbida.org
http://www.orbida.org

