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Vice-President 09-10    Shelbe Park
Secretary 10-11                Margie Nielsen
Treasurer 09-10    Gary Wright
_______________________________________

Director 10-10          Julie Esparza-Brown
Director 09-10           Marcia Hollander
Director 07-10   Jennifer Jocz
Director 10-11         Lynne Meyerowitz
Director 10-11                             OPEN
Director 09-11               Faith Oberman
Director 07-12     Donna Root
Director 10-12               Marydee Sklar
Director 10-12       Stephanie Verlinden
_______________________________________

Newsletter Editor   Jennifer Jocz
Contact:              jenniferjocz@comcast.net
_______________________________________

CONTACT US:
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Website:              www.orbida.org
_______________________________________

The International Dyslexia Association (IDA) is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to 
helping individuals with dyslexia, their families and 
the communities that support them. The IDA 
actively promotes informed and effective teaching 
approaches, methods and strategies that are 
implemented as intended with fidelity to design.

IDA supports and encourages interdisciplinary 
research, seeks to facilitate the exploration of the 
causes for and early identification of disorders that 
place children at risk for reading failure, and is 
committed to the responsible dissemination of 
research-based knowledge.

Founded in memory of
Samuel T. Orton
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Promoting literacy through research, education, and advocacy

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:           
Dear ORBIDA Members,

The 2010 Annual Dyslexia Dash will be held on 
October 30, 2010, in Phoenix, Ariz., on the last day of 
this year’s IDA Conference.

The International Dyslexia Association provides 
resources, support, advocacy, training, and essential 
services to families and educators who seek help for 
children and adults with dyslexia and language-based learning disabilities.

With your support, IDA can continue its mission by expanding programs and 
extending services even further to ensure that all individuals with learning 
disabilities have the opportunity to lead productive and fulfilling lives. Help us 
continue to make a difference with your donation TODAY! 

An ORBIDA Team has already been formed, with three of our board members 
attending the conference and participating in this year’s 3K run/walk, and with 
others choosing to participate simply through “dozing” or running/walking 
locally.  It has been exciting to see ORBIDA keep the top fundraising team spot 
in the nation.

We invite you to join our team, especially if you are attending the 2010 IDA 
Conference in Phoenix.  You can do so by going to http://www.firstgiving.com/
DyslexiaDash and clicking on the tab Join a Team.

If you are not attending the IDA Conference in Phoenix, you can contribute to 
one of the ORBIDA team members.  Go to  www.orbida.org, click on the 
Events tab, and scroll down to the Dyslexia Dash information.  Click on the 
ORBIDA Team tab and make your donation today! Not only will you be 
helping to fund the continued work of IDA, but the Oregon Branch will also 
receive funds to help continue our work right here in Oregon and Southwest 
Washington.  Invite your friends who are interested in literacy for people with 
dyslexia to participate. Together we can make a big impact!

I am looking forward to another great school year filled with informative  
events and opportunities to connect with the dyslexia community through 
ORBIDA sponsored events.

If you’ve never attended an ORBIDA lecture, you have missed some very 
informative information!  Download this year’s agenda and keep it by your 
calendar so you won’t miss the lectures that would benefit you most.  Invite 
your family members, child’s teacher, school principal, reading specialist or 
school psychologist.
       (continued on page 2)
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SMART BUT SCATTERED
By Peg Dawson, EdD, and 
Richard Guare, PhD
Guilford Press, 2009

Step aside, ADHD. The new kid in 
town—the real reason many bright 
and talented children don't succeed 
in school—may not be a 
deficiency in concentration, but in 
what's called "executive skills." In 
Smart but Scattered, Peg Dawson 
and Richard Guare describe how 
delayed development of the frontal lobes, whether 
because of genes, environment or both, may be 
responsible for a host of weaknesses.

EXECUTIVE SKILLS
The authors identify 11 executive skills children will need 
for independence as adults: response inhibition, working 
memory, emotional control, sustained attention, task 
initiation, planning/prioritization, organization, time 
management, goal-directed persistence, flexibility and 
metacognition (i.e., observing one's own thinking).

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
A full chapter is dedicated to building each of these 
executive skills. Although the strategies differ depending 
on the skill, some general principles apply to all: Directly 
teach the skill, don't rely on osmosis; be aware of your 
child's developmental level; start with external changes in 
the environment, task or prompts; allow your child 
appropriate, increasing control; modify tasks to match 
your child's skill level; use rewards to energize desired 
behavior; and provide support only when necessary and 
withdraw it gradually.

QUESTIONNAIRES
An early chapter includes an age-related questionnaire to 
help parents identify their child's executive skills 
strengths and weaknesses. Another questionnaire allows 
parents to evaluate their own skills so they can see where 
they and their child face the same, or different, 
challenges. 

DETAILS, DETAILS
Later chapters explain what to do in stubborn cases, how 
to work with schools, and tips for dealing with teenagers. 
In addition, a full list of resources rounds out this primer 
for parents who want to help their children focus, 
organize and persist in meeting life's challenges.
BY MARCIA HOLLANDER

Marcia Hollander is a Reading Specialist with a private practice 
in downtown Portland. marciahollander@comcast.net   

BOOK SNAPSHOT
(continued from page 1) 

October is Dyslexia Awareness Month, and this year 
ORBIDA has planned a Family Fun Day on Sunday, 
October 3, with a focus on one of the strengths of many 
people with dyslexia -  Art.  See the information in this 
issue regarding submitting your child’s or student’s art 
work for our Family Fun Day.  I am looking forward to 
seeing the artistic talents of  the students!

Make sure you save the date to attend the 2011 Annual 
ORBIDA Conference featuring Dr. Louisa Moats, a well-
known researcher, author, speaker, and IDA Vice-
President.  See the information included in this edition 
and begin making the necessary arrangements to join us.

I hope to see you soon at one of these events!  
             

Cheryl
Cheryl Anthony
ORBIDA President 

Welcome and Thank You!

New and renewing ORBIDA members 
April 1 - June 30, 2010:

Carol Abreu
Kelly Arnold
Judith Belk

Elizabeth Bergeron
Debbie Booker
Mikes Boyes

Martha Conlin
Heather Fraser
Kristin Holter
Sandy Horner
Bruce Kelley

Kathryn Libke
John Longtin

Peggy McAteer
Elizabeth Ramsey

Heather Redenbach
Felicia Rosenthal
Diane Wiscarson
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A Man from a Place called Dyslexia
By Tracy Counts
 When Ben Foss was in second grade, long before he dreamed up a device that would take 
a picture of text and read that text aloud, and long before he graduated from Stanford with an 
MBA and a law degree, his mom was called into school and 
invited to sit at a desk with a big box of tissues. The school 
counselor told his mom that her son was dyslexic. “They thought 
she was going to burst into tears,” Foss says now. Instead, his 
mother said, “Yeah, I thought so.”  
 When he explains dyslexia to others, he says he’s from two 
different places: “New Hampshire, and dyslexia. Dyslexia is a 
place where we have different learning practices. Both of these 
places are part of who I am.” 
 This comfort with his learning disability began with his 

parents teaching him to think for himself, including him in decisions about his education and 
building relationships with his teachers and the administrators at his school. 

A Mind of His Own
 Foss recalls being four years old and sitting in a barber’s chair. His mom asked him 

how he’d like his hair cut, and Foss said he didn’t want his hair cut.  She 
said okay and helped him out of the chair. “The barber was shocked. But  
my mom just said it’s my hair, my decision.” For Foss, playing an active 
role in his own development led to a strong sense of self and the 
necessary confidence to thrive with a learning disability. Foss sees 
parallels in his story with learning disabled students today, “Students 
should attend their IEP meetings. They need a say in what happens.” 
 Individualized Education Plans (IEP) are available to 
students with learning disabilities. They are designed by a student’s 
parents and teachers to help that student succeed. The IEP presents alternative ways to learn the 
material based on an individual student’s needs. 
 Students and parents don’t need to wait for an IEP to seek out alternative ways to learn. 
Foss checked out records from the library, rented videos of Shakespeare’s plays and his parents read 
out loud to him. He credits teachers with high standards who were focused on his learning and being 
thoughtful with his academic success. To illustrate this, Foss recalls a French teacher who, after 

many conversations with him and his parents, continued testing his spelling. “How could I spell in French if I couldn’t 
spell in English?” Foss says. “She was fixated on one way to express the language and couldn’t see alternative ways to do 
that.” He contrasts this with a Stanford professor who allowed him to complete finance tests in 
Excel. “He told me he wasn’t testing my addition skills, but rather if I understood the concepts 
of the class.”  

Fear of Being Found Out
 Though Foss’s family and teachers knew he was dyslexic, he kept it a secret from his 
peers. “I developed secret accommodations,” Foss says. When he was applying to colleges, 
Foss desperately wanted to get into Brown. “At that time, they required a handwritten 
application essay. I tried to hide my dyslexia by typing the essay into a computer, spell 
checking it then writing it out letter by letter.  I spent a month on that essay and I didn’t get in. 
But, if I had to do it again, I’d type the essay and say that I was dyslexic.  Being honest and 
comfortable would have stood out and I might have had a better chance.”  In college, he 
would wake up at 7 a.m. to seek help at his school’s writing center and he’d fax his mom his 
term papers so she could read them back to him. “Notice that I wasn’t asking friends to do this 
for me.” It wasn’t until a college reunion, after the Intel® Reader was developed, that he told 
his classmates he was dyslexic.  Despite all of his success, Foss still feels fear about his dyslexia. His expense reports are 
a source of anxiety. “There’s just no accessible way for me to do them,” he says. “But what I tell people is to name it. Say, 
‘This is scary.’ It cuts away the isolation. Lonely fear is the worst fear.” 

 LECTURE SERIES HIGHLIGHTS - The Intel® Reader

Ben Foss

When he explains 

dyslexia to others, 
he says he’s from 

two different 
places: “New 

Hampshire, and 
dyslexia. Dyslexia 

is a place where 
we have different 

learning practices. 
Both of these 

places are part of 
who I am.”

“Students 

should attend 
their IEP 

meetings. 
They need a 

say in what 
happens.” 

“But what I tell 

people is to name 
it. Say, ‘This is 

scary.’ It cuts away 
the isolation. 

Lonely fear is the 
worst fear.” 

 (continued on page 6)
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ORBIDA LECTURE SERIES


2010-2011 ORBIDA Lecture Series
All lectures 7:00-8:30 p.m.  

In partnership with

        Thomas Edison High School
 http://www.taedisonhs.org/

The Oregon Branch of the International Dyslexia Association is proud to sponsor the 2010-2011 Lecture Series. 
You won’t want to miss a single lecture! Please invite your friends, school personnel, and others interested in the field of 
learning differences.

All lectures will be held at Thomas Edison High School, 9020 SW Beaverton Hillsdale Highway, Portland, OR 97225.
The cost is $5.00 for ORBIDA members, $10.00 for non-members. 

Date:
 
 October 12, 2010
Time:
 
 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Topic:

 Dyslexia 101


 
 An introduction to dyslexia that explains the underlying processing problems 

 
 that can create barriers to reading and spelling.

Speaker: 
 Laura Rogan, MA Clinical Psychology and MEd School of Psychology,


 
 
 reading therapist, adult educator, counselor, consumer-translator of 

 
 
 reading research and founder of Wired for Reading. Ms. Rogan also served 

 
 
 on the board of the Washington branch of the International Dyslexia Assn.


 Date: 
 
 November 9, 2010 
 
 


 Time:  

 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
  
 


 Topic:

 Working Together for Change 

 
 
 How IDA state organizations and other professional organizations can work 

 
 
 together for change in public schools. 

  
 Speakers:
 Betsy Ramsey and Jim Hanson


 Date:
 
 January 11, 2011  
 
 


 Time:
 
 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm  
 
 


 Topic:

 “Giving In, Giving Up, or Letting Go” 

 
 
 This lecture will provide essential discussions in parenting and philosophy 

 
 
 when raising children with ADHD. "Given that I myself have 3 sons with 

 
 
 ADHD, this comes from a combination of my research, clinical, and personal 

 
 
 experiences.”   


 Speaker:
 Aaron Tabacco, RN, BSN, PhD, Student Training Coordinator of Nursing, 

 
 
 LEND 
Fellowship, Child Development and Rehabilitation Center, Oregon 

 
 
 Health and Science University.

(continued on page 5)     
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   (ORBIDA Lecture Series - continued from page 4) 

 Date:
 
 February 8, 2011  
 
 


 Time:  
 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
 


 Topic:  
 Navigating the College Planning Maze for the Adult Learner


 
 
 Attendees will gain a basic college planning toolkit that includes how to identify 

 
 
 a great “fit” college, conducting college research and selecting a final college 

 
 
 list, identifying admissions requirements, identifying application checklists and 

 
 
 testing requirements, developing effective essays, accepting a college, 

 
 
 preparing for the transition to college and career considerations.   


 Speaker:
 Devon OʼBrien MEd, Destination College and Beyond LLC

 
 
 Higher Education Planning &Career Development.


 Date:
 
 March 8, 2011  
 
 


 Time:  
 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
 


 Topic:  
 “Time Tools:  Supporting the Brain to Get Things Done”.


  
 
 
 This lecture offers a brief instruction about executive functioning, what it is and 

 
 
 how it impacts daily living, followed by useful strategies used to improve time 

 
 
 management problems rooted in poor executive functioning of the brain.  

 Speaker:
 Marydee Sklar, BA Elementary Ed., licensed teacher and reading specialist in 

 
 
 private practice in Portland and author: Executive Skills for Success.




 Date:
 
 April 12, 2011  
 
 


 Time:  
 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
 


 Topic:  
 Meet Students with Dyslexia

  
 
 
 Jim Hanson will lead a panel of students to share what it is like living with 

 
 
 dyslexia.  They will discuss their strengths and weaknesses and personal 

 
 
 strategies that work for them.

 Speakers: 
 Jim Hanson, Student Panel


 Date:
 
 May 10, 2011  
 
 


 Time:  
 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
 


 Topic:  
 How to Advocate for Your Child

 
 
 Explore tools and resources that can help families and children advocate for 

 
 
 their needs.  Understand your rights and knowing the questions to ask when 

 
 
 working with school systems.
  
 Speakers:
 Jenna Kitamura, MS SpEd, parent of a child with a learning disability, 

 
 
 adjunct faculty at Portland State University, autism consultant.

 
 
 Shelbe Park is a parent of a child with dyslexia and Vice President 

 
 
 of ORBIDA. 

                                                                            

 Promoting literacy through research, education, and advocacy
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(The Intel Reader - continued from page 3)

Ending the Loneliness
 Letting others know about a learning disability is the first step in building a community of mentors, friends and 
family members who can help. Because dyslexia is genetic, Foss recommends testing parents and their children. He uses 
the example of businessman and philanthropist Charles Schwab, who was identified as dyslexic after his children were 
identified. “They asked him what kinds of things he read, and he said he didn’t read. That’s a pretty clear sign of 
dyslexia right there,” says Foss.
 He suggests seeking out adults who have learning disabilities and building relationships with school 
administrators as well as being actively involved in school. “When you approach a teacher with an intention to learn, 
nine times out of ten, they will be open to helping.” 

A New Alternative Takes Shape
 Though Foss thrived in school and in his professional life, he was still frustrated with the existing experience of 
dyslexia. A huge demand for sparse audio material meant long wait times and less accessibility. “We need to be able to 
control our own access,” Foss says. 
 In January 2006, Foss had an idea that would help people with reading-based learning disabilities and vision loss 
gain better access to material. “I was sitting at my desk and holding a cell phone wondering if I could get it to take a 
picture of text and have it read it back.” 
 Since then the Intel Reader has been 
through many incarnations, including the 
first prototype – a cut-up Styrofoam cooler 
with a taped-on lens. At each step of the way, 
the design has been guided by accuracy, 
convenience and discretion. 
 The result is a portable, flexible 
assistive technology tool. The Intel Reader is 
designed with a high-resolution camera and 
an Intel® Atom™ processor. A user takes a 
picture of printed text; the Intel Reader takes 
about 30 seconds to process the picture and 
then reads the material back out loud. Words 
are highlighted on the screen as they are 
spoken, creating a dual sensory experience. 
Its content management system lets users 

store material in 
a way that 
makes sense. Its 
small size and 
portability allows users to read freely in all aspects of their lives.
 It is this sort of independence that Foss returns to when advocating for kids with 
learning disabilities. “Dyslexia is not a dirty word. The sun will not explode if you don’t read 
well. Just let people know that you have trouble reading and then find an alternative. Do not 
assume you need to do it the way everyone else does it.” 
 For Ben Foss doing things differently led to a new way to learn for learning disabled 
people. An estimated 15 to 20 percent of the population has a language-based learning 
disability. Imagine what possibilities will appear when all of them gain the support and 
independence that Ben Foss advocates. 
 To share your stories of learning disabilities or assistive technology, or to connect with 
other parents of learning disabled students, join the Experience Reader forum.
Members of the Intel Reader team are excited to come out and speak at PTA meetings. They 
can share stories about navigating the assistive technology terrain and give demonstrations 
of the Intel Reader. If you have meetings coming up with room for speakers, please email 
mlion@cmdagency.com. 
Find more information on the Intel Reader at reader.intel.com.

“Dyslexia is not a 

dirty word. The sun 
will not explode if 

you don’t read well. 
Just let people know 

that you have 
trouble reading and 

then find an 
alternative. Do not 

assume you need to 
do it the way 

everyone else does 
it.”

The Intel Reader takes a picture of printed text, then reads the text back out loud.

mailto:mlion@cmdagency.com
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Additional Resources for Learning Disabled People
Bookshare.org provides accessible books and periodicals for readers with print disabilities.
Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic brings accessible material to individuals with visual and learning 
disabilities. 
Project Eye-to-Eye pairs learning-disabled college students with learning-disabled elementary students. 
ExperienceReader.com is a great place to exchange information with teachers and other parents with learning-
disabled kids. 
Visit reader.intel.com for user success stories, video demonstrations and Intel Reader FAQ’s from Ben Foss. 

About the Intel® Reader
The Intel® Reader enhances independence for people with reading-based learning disabilities such as dyslexia, 
low vision or blindness by providing convenient and flexible access to a variety of printed materials. The Intel 
Reader’s unique design combines a high-resolution camera with the power of an Intel® Atom™ processor that 
converts printed text to digital text, then reads it out loud. With the Intel Reader, people can:

 • Gain more freedom with the ability to read printed materials anytime, anywhere.
 • Enjoy greater flexibility, using the Intel Reader to access a wide variety of printed materials and to read 

and manage content in the ways that are most convenient for them.
 • Gain independence, privacy and confidence by handling reading tasks for themselves, without having 

to wait for assistance.

 •
 Increase productivity and achieve more 

with fast, efficient access to the printed 
information they need at work or school 
and in their daily lives.

Join the Intel Reader Facebook fan page, add 
@IntelReader on Twitter and join the Experience 
Reader blog and forum for the latest news on the 
Intel Reader, learning disabilities and assistive 
technology. 
The Intel Reader is available for purchase by 
individuals and schools. Reseller information 
available at reader.intel.com.   

Ben Foss’s Tips for Learning Disabled Kids and Parents

‣  Have kids and parents tested as early as possible.
‣  Spend time discussing how the brain works, and engage in an open conversation.
‣Develop your narrative of dyslexia so people understand quickly why you have 

difficulty reading.
‣  Give kids a say in educational decisions.
‣  Find learning-disabled mentors.
‣Build a relationship with school administrators
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 ART

This is a young man who is 
beginning the 4th grade.  He has 
dyslexia and is currently being 
tutored in an Orton-Gillingham 
influenced tutoring program by 
one of our ORBIDA members.

By Ethan Horner
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ORBIDA’s First Annual

Family Fun Day”
Sunday, October 3, 2010:   2:30 PM-6:00 PM

Mt. Scott Community Center
5530 SE 72nd Avenue
Portland, OR 97206

Admission fee is $10 (or $25 per family) for IDA members, 
or  $15 per person (or $30 per family) for non-IDA members.

Please join us for performances by Brian Haagen  ( Magician ) and 
the Prairie Ground Drama Club.

 
Art contest  open to K-12 students with dyslexia. 

Entries can be of any art medium, but must be able to be easily displayed.
 

Prizes for winners in each age category.  
Chance to donate your art work to ORBIDA to be auctioned.

 
Please arrange an art work drop-off time prior to Oct 3rd.  

Contact Shelbe Park 
at spark3765@hotmail.com  or call 360-573-3765. 

One of our entertainers for this afternoon is magician Brian Haagen. Brian is one of the 
busiest entertainers in the entire Portland Metro area and has been performing locally for 
numerous parties, fundraisers, corporate events and restaurants for nearly 10 years. He is the 
resident magician at three Applebee’s restaurants in Vancouver on a weekly basis, and is also 
the resident magician at the Brasserie in downtown Portland on Friday and Saturday 
evenings.

Under the direction of Claire Verity, Prairie Ground Drama Club is 
comprised of faculty, students and parents of Prairie High School in 
Vancouver, Wash., and Battle Ground High School in Battle Ground, 
Wash.

mailto:spark3765@hotmail.com
mailto:spark3765@hotmail.com
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“Family Fun Day”
Sunday, October 3, 2010:   2:30 PM-6:00 PM

Mt. Scott Community Center
5530 SE 72nd Avenue
Portland, OR 97206

Art Work Contest Application

#1 –Basic Information:
Applicant’s name: _____________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:_____________________________________ Email: ___________________________________________

Medium: ___________________________________________Size: _____________________________________

Title: ________________________________________________________________________________________

#2 -Check appropriate category below:
 ___________Grades K-2       ___________Grades 3-5       ___________Grades 6-8      ____________Grades 9-12

#3 -Donation of art work to ORBIDA for fundraising purposes:
(check one below, sign and date)

❐ Yes, I will donate my art work to ORBIDA for the same-day auction.  

❐ I will NOT donate my artwork to ORBIDA, and will make arrangements to take my piece a5er the 

 event on October 3, 2010 by calling:  360-573-3765. 

Signature: _______________________________________________________ Date: _______________________

Signature of parent/guardian: ______________________________________ Date: _______________________

#4 -Options for artwork drop off: 
❐ A
 
 
 ❐ B
 
 
 ❐  C
Sunday, Sept. 19, 2010    
 Sunday, Sept. 26, 2010    
1:00 PM to 5:00 PM
7496 SW St. John’s Pl.
Portland, OR 97223
503-977-2279
    

1:00 PM to 5:00 PM
14805 NE 5th Court
Vancouver, WA 98685
360-573-3765

by special arrangement contact:

jlwright46@me.com
503-681-9350

Piece Number:

mailto:jlwright46@me.com
mailto:jlwright46@me.com
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ORBIDA’s First Annual

Family Fun Day”
Sunday, October 3, 2010:   2:30 PM-6:00 PM

Mt. Scott Community Center
5530 SE 72nd Avenue
Portland, OR 97206

Schedule of Events

2:00 PM – 2:30 PM
 Registration / pick up auction rules / 
 


 
 purchase scrip for “People’s Choice” voting

2:30 PM – 3:15 PM
 View art, network, visit resources, food, 

 
 
 
 magician mingles

3:15 PM – 4:00 PM
 Magician Performance: Brian Haagen

4:00 PM – 4:15 PM
 Cut-off for “People’s Choice” voting

4:15 PM – 5:15 PM
 Drama Performance
Prairie Ground Drama Club,
under the direction of Claire Verity,
Prairie High School – Vancouver, Wash.
Battle Ground High School – Battle Ground, Wash.

5:15 PM – 5:30 PM
 Silent Auction winners and the 

 
 
 
 “People’s Choice” awards announced

5:30 PM – 6:00 PM
 Silent Auction check-out



Oregon Branch of the International Dyslexia Assn.  12   TimberLines Volume 2010, No. 3, August 2010

Counseling & Tutoring Services
Specializing in work with children & adolescents

Learning Disabilities  Dyslexia  Attention Deficit Disorder

Tricia Walsh-Coughlan M.S.
Mary W. Simensen M.Ed., LMHC

360 - 699 - 1563
400 E Evergreen Blvd.   Suite 322-C   Vancouver, WA 98660

www.vancouvercounselingandtutoring.com

Dyslexia . . . on the job . . .    
at home . . . in life!
Talk and share with other adults who 
cope with dyslexia.
For details about a new support group 
forming in Portland, please contact ORBIDA 
member Myrna Soule:  
myrnasoule@gmail.com 

Dictate Into Your iPhone 
Naturally Speaking has created a great iPhone app called Dragon Dictation. You can dictate directly 
into your iPhone, then send it to anyone as an email or a text message.
You do not have to train it to your voice, and it is extremely accurate.
Best of all, it is free. The name of the app is: Dragon Dictation

Recorded Lecture Series
Many of you have been asking for a recording of our lecture series because you live out of the Portland 
Metro area.  We are happy to announce that we are working to bring next year’s lectures to you! Our 
goal is to raise $1,000 for the necessary funding of this project.  So far $350.00 has been raised.  If you 
would like to donate funds to help make this possible, please send your donation to:
ORBIDA:  Attn. Camera Project
2525 NW Lovejoy Street, Suite 406
Portland, OR 97210-2865 

National Dyslexia Dash
Watch for upcoming information on IDA’s Dyslexia Dash.  President Cheryl Anthony has already 
signed up to participate in the 3k Walk, Jog, Run at the IDA Conference in November in Phoenix, AZ.  
Watch for an upcoming e-blast that will let you know how you can participate!  

TECHNOLOGY UPDATES - Worth Repeating!
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36th Annual Conference of the
Oregon Branch of the International Dyslexia Association

Saturday, February 26, 2011
Phonology and Learning to Read and Spell

Abstract: Beginning with clarification of the “ph” words (phonetics, phonological processing, 
phoneme awareness, and phonics), this workshop explores the relationships among phonology, 
oral language, reading, and spelling. We will practice recognizing errors of word recognition and 
spelling that signify deficits in underlying phonological skills. These will be distinguished from 
orthographic and morphological errors. Error analysis and theoretical models that explain reading/
spelling development will be used to formulate plans for early intervention and/or remediation of 
language-based reading and writing problems. We will complete several exercises designed to 
sharpen participants’ phonological awareness and ability to implement therapeutic instruction. This  
workshop will be based on Module 2 of LETRS (Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading and 
Spelling), The Speech Sounds of English. This text is included in the price of the workshop.

Level: Intermediate to Advanced
Content Applicable to: elementary-age children and older students with learning disabilities, to 
include:
• Evidence-based practice
• Language
• Literacy
• Phonology and articulation
• Research

This is a research-based topic.               Dr. Louisa Moats

Dr. Moats has been a teacher, psychologist, researcher, graduate school faculty member, and author of 
many influential scientific journal articles, books, and policy papers on the topics of reading, spelling, 
language, and teacher preparation.  She began her professional career as a neuropsychology technician 
and teacher of students with learning disabilities.  She earned her master’s degree at Peabody College of 
Vanderbilt and her doctorate in Reading and Human Development from the Harvard Graduate School of 
Education.

Dr. Moats spent four years as site director of the NICHD Early Interventions Project in Washington, DC. 
This longitudinal, large-scale project was conducted through the University of Texas, Houston, under the 
direction of Barbara Foorman.  It investigated the causes and remedies for reading failure in high-poverty 
urban schools. Dr. Moats spent the previous fifteen years in private practice as a licensed psychologist in 
Vermont, specializing in evaluation and consultation with individuals of all ages who experienced learning 
problems in reading and language.  

In addition to LETRS, Dr. Moats’ books include Speech to Print: Language Essentials for Teachers 
(Brookes Publishing); Spelling: Development, Disability, and Instruction (York Press); Straight Talk About 
Reading (with Susan Hall, Contemporary Books), and Basic Facts About Dyslexia (with Karen Dakin, 
International Dyslexia Association). She is well known for authoring the American Federation of Teachers’ 
“Teaching Reading is Rocket Science.”

Dr. Moats is currently Consultant Advisor to Sopris West Educational Services for Literacy Research and 
Professional Development. She is focusing on the improvement of teacher preparation and professional 
development. She is Vice President of the International Dyslexia Association. 
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61st Annual Conference of the International Dyslexia Association 
October 27-30, 2010 – Phoenix Convention Center – Phoenix, Arizona 

 

ORBIDA 2010 Scholarship Application 
(Funded through the generosity of Ms. Cherida Collins Smith) 

 
ELIGIBILITY:  Applicants must be full-time residents within the geographically-defined boundaries of the Oregon Branch. 

 
Full Name: 

 

Date: 

 

Street Address: 

 

Home Phone: 

 

City, State, Zip: 

 

Work Phone: 

 

Fax: 

 

E-Mail Address: 

 

School District: 

 

Current Position: 

 

Years of Teaching Experience: 

 

Grades Taught: 

 

Professional Credentials Held: 

 

 

 

Are you currently a student?  If yes, name of college or university attending: 

 

 

Are you a member of IDA now? 

 

If yes, IDA Member ID (from your membership card): 

 

Have you attended previous IDA or Oregon Branch conferences?  If yes, what 

years? 

 

 

Have you previously received a scholarship from the IDA or the Oregon Branch?  

If yes, what date(s)? 

 

 

Please state your reasons for wanting to attend the 2010 Phoenix conference: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please state how you would use the information, techniques and strategies learned at the conference: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please state your philosophy and motivation for working with children and/or adults with learning differences: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please state your financial need for this scholarship: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please write how the needs of “at risk” children are being met in your local area: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feel free to use the back of this form for additional comments – if sending electronically, insert cursor 

within each box and box will automatically expand as you type your comments. 

 

ORBIDA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION DEADLINE:  Friday, September 10, 2010 
Early-bird conference registration deadline is September 15, 2010 

 

E-MAIL to:  scholarship@orbida.org or 

MAIL to:  ORBIDA Scholarship, 2525 NW Lovejoy Street, Suite 406, Portland, OR 97210-2865 
 

QUESTIONS?  E-mail scholarship@orbida.org 
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GUIDELINES FOR
CHERIDA COLLINS SMITH 

IDA INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIPS
Oregon Branch of the International Dyslexia Association

To be selected:  

Candidate must reside within the geographical boundaries of the Oregon Branch of IDA.

He/She must be willing to become a member of IDA.

Applicant must be an educator, at any level, preferably in a public system.  Special attention is also given to 
those residing beyond the Portland metropolitan area, all other qualifications being equal.  Residents of 
distant towns, cities, or rural areas are especially desirable.

This scholarship is intended for Oregon educators only.  (Money from this fund is not designated for a 
parent, student, or other professional.  For several years ORBIDA provided funds to help accommodate 
these categories, but those funds no longer exist.)

An applicant accepting this scholarship agrees, on returning to the community, to pass on to local educators 
the important information gleaned.  This can be achieved at a workshop or more casual meeting, in writing, 
whatever form works best in that area.  The returning recipient really becomes an ongoing valuable 
resource to colleagues and can become a strong force for educational change in that area. 

The recipient of the scholarship also agrees, on returning home, to write a personal note of appreciation to 
the donor, Cherida Collins Smith, describing the experience.

It is very important to the donor that the money be used for International Conference Scholarships rather 
than for local branch workshops.  However, if money from a given year is not all used, because of the last-
minute illness of a recipient or a dearth of applicants that year, then any remaining money for that year may 
be used for scholarships to the Oregon workshop, usually planned for at least several months after the IDA 
conference.  In this case the Scholarship Chair needs to write to the donor for permission, stating the 
reason.

NOTE:  IDA Conference scholarship recipients make wonderful ambassadors in their own geographical 
area in Oregon.  They should be encouraged and cooperated with in every possible way.  That was the 
original intent of the donor…to spread information to “underserved” outlying and distant parts of Oregon 
and thereby improve education of all students in the ENTIRE state.  Our scholarship recipients can become 
important resident experts, especially with our cooperation and encouragement. The implications for future 
ORBIDA leadership are also clear.   
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIPS
What They Are and How They Came About

By Gloria Zeal Davis, Scholarship Chair

 In 1986, during my presidency of the Oregon Branch, Victor Flaming, an adult just diagnosed as 
dyslexic, made a sacrificial gift to the Branch in appreciation for our work.  (Already spear-header of a 
six-hour video series in which many of us participated as talking heads, he later became a Branch Board 
Member and received a Bachelor’s degree, qualifying him in three major areas of expertise.)  The gift 
was to be used to start a teacher training fund, which we then designated the Victor Flaming Scholarship 
Fund.
 Many of us added to that fund and, in 1987, a former student from my Junior English Class at The 
Catlin Gabel School, Cherida Collins Smith, was so impressed with the idea that she made a 
contribution large enough to send several teachers to the San Francisco IDA Conference.  She also 
attended that conference and met with the recipients, sharing in their excitement.  Her generous gift, 
earmarked for teacher training through the International Conference, then became an annual offering that 
has now continued for over twenty years. 

 As teachers we never know the future wonders that are set in motion by our presence in the 
classroom!  Without any realization on my part, our benefactor, then seventeen and interested only in 
math-science courses, was suddenly “turned on” to the joy of books by her experience in my English 
class.  Of this fact I was totally unaware until years later, as our friendship continued and deepened along 
with our personal growth.
 The original enthusiasm spread when, in 1989, Diana Kerman, Local Arrangements Chair, asked 
me to handle the fundraising for the 1991 IDA Conference in Portland, Oregon.  As we pooled our 
expertise to come up with a workable plan for receiving grant money, we began to realize a marvelous 
vision that would embrace teacher training throughout the state.  We would bring in from every county in 
Oregon at least one teacher to attend the Portland conference and take back what was learned to the local 
community.  A promise to do this was the price of free registration. 

 At this time Pat Robb, Outreach Chair, began the gargantuan task of finding educators all over 
Oregon who would 1) disperse information about the conference and 2) either apply to attend the 
conference or send someone else willing to promise dissemination of information on returning home.  
She managed to cover every county in Oregon.  Magically, we began to receive grant money from 
sources who NEVER provide scholarships to anything but who saw this rather as opportunity to enhance 
Oregon education for all students in the classroom, through teacher training that was cumulative in effect, 
with each one teaching many. 
 In 1986 the Oregon Board agreed to add supplementary money so that a parent or student or other 
professional might apply to the Boston IDA International Conference.  Unfortunately, there is no longer 
any Branch funding available for these additional applicants, although our local Branch Conference 
makes free or reduced registration available each year for educators who would otherwise be unable to 
attend.  Who knows what the future holds?  At any time the problem could be remedied by a so-far-
unknown donor with a vision, just as has happened in the past.

 Meanwhile, since the original plan was set in motion, we have been able to send at least two 
educators to every succeeding International Conference.  

Deadline for submitting the application this year is Friday, September 10, 2010.  Phoenix, 
Arizona is the conference site, October 27-30.  You will want to be there!         
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Henry Winkler Came to Town 
By Jennifer Pultz
 
What a thrill we all experienced when Henry Winkler (“the Fonz”) 
finally arrived at Powell’s Cedar Hills Crossing bookstore.  More than 
200 people overflowed into the mall area to listen to Henry Winkler 
read from his final Hank Zipzer series book.  “The Best of Me” is 
number 17 in the series and, sadly, will be the final one he writes.  His 
co-writer, Lin Oliver, and Henry will work on new endeavors.  
 
He provided the audience with a humbling, humorous account of his 
family and his life, growing up in Brooklyn, NY, and attending Public 
School 87.  He addressed his dyslexia by stating that if they scored his 
intelligence on the standard tests given today, he would score in the 

bottom 3% of the population! This was followed by a list of all he has accomplished in his life.  He is 
well known as an actor, producer, and writer.  He is also a loving husband and devoted father.  His 
take-home message to all the children in the audience was: “You are intelligent, bright and smart, no 
matter HOW you learn.” 
 
He took questions from the audience, mainly about whether he will write another book, or make the 
Zipzer series into a movie. But the two most amusing questions were when a 
child asked him to “do” the Fonz, which he did gladly, and finally when a 
child simply asked for a hug, which he also obliged. 
 
Then he read from the first chapter of his book.  Since Henry is severely 
dyslexic, he didn’t exactly read his first chapter.  He paraphrased a bit, and he 
even mistook words for others. This was only obvious to those of us who 
followed him in his book. Despite this, his acting carried him through the 
chapter. I don’t know of anyone with dyslexia on the planet who would be 
brave enough to do that.  It also made you feel grateful that he has such a 
supportive family and friends who help him everyday. 
 
Everybody applauded and some were moved to tears, knowing all he has gone through.  Then we just 
waited patiently in line to get his autograph, and if lucky enough…. A hug.   

ABOUT TOWN
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Calling All Artists, K-12!  
 
 To help celebrate National 
Dyslexia Awareness Month on Sunday, 
October 3, 2010, ORBIDA will be 
hosting a Family Fun Day.  This will be 
an enjoyable family day where we plan 
to have an art fair and contest, a mini-
silent auction, and other fun and 
interesting activities.  Mark your 
calendars for October 3, and kids, get 
started on those art projects — fun and 
prizes await!

 Keep checking the ORBIDA 
website under Events for more 
information as we develop this first-of-
a-kind event for the fall.

Here is our link:  http://
www.orbida.org/eventview.asp?
EID=185

If you check out the team site you 
will see that, for now, the 
ORBIDA DASHERS AND 
DOZERS are in Position #1!!  Can 
we stay out in front???

Help spread the word about words (reading and writing)!

✿
 
ORBIDA (Oregon Branch of the International Dyslexia Association) needs a 
few good volunteers to encourage membership.

Help us reach more people with dyslexia information by:
+ Sending welcome notecards to new members
+ Sending thank-you notes to renewing members
+ Representing ORBIDA ("manning a table") at lectures and conferences
+ Calling lapsed members to encourage renewal
+ E-mailing membership invitations to people who call ORBIDA with questions.

If you can spare a few hours each month to do any of these tasks, contact:
m.orbida.h@gmail.com

http://www.orbida.org/eventview.asp?EID=185
http://www.orbida.org/eventview.asp?EID=185
http://www.orbida.org/eventview.asp?EID=185
http://www.orbida.org/eventview.asp?EID=185
http://www.orbida.org/eventview.asp?EID=185
http://www.orbida.org/eventview.asp?EID=185
mailto:m.orbida.h@gmail.com
mailto:m.orbida.h@gmail.com
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 IDA Perspectives
By Cheryl Anthony

Have you read the most recent IDA Publication, Perspectives on Language and Literacy?

One of the reasons I first became an IDA member was to learn more about dyslexia and to receive IDA’s 
publication, Perspectives.  I still find this a very valuable resource to learn about what is currently happening in 
research, ideology, legislation, educational practice, etc., related to dyslexia.

If you are like me, your life is pretty busy.  Long to do lists, many students (or your children) to take care of, 
deadlines, let alone trying to keep up with what is happening in the field of dyslexia. I recently picked up my 
Perspectives Winter 2010 edition again; this time reading it from cover to cover.  Did you read that edition?  It 
was quite fascinating.  

This particular edition was filled with predictions about the progress of work in the area of dyslexia over the 
next 10 years.  Several well-respected researchers and authors shared their ideas.  Intriguing predictions by 
Jeffrey Gilger, The College of Education’s Associate Dean for Discovery and Faculty Development at Purdue 
University, were that in ten years, “ We will recognize that dyslexia is not a unitary disorder, disease theories of 
dyslexia will fall from favor, and that a shift in treatment approaches will emerge.” Gad Elbeheri predicted that 
there will be an argument for a dyslexia syndrome theory rather than a unitary theory for dyslexia, and that 
research on comorbidity will thrive and inform our understanding of dyslexia.

I had recently finished reading The Global Achievement Gap, Why Even Our Best Schools Don’t Teach the New 
Survival Skills Our Children Need – And What We Can Do About It, by Tony Wagner.  This book resonated with 
me very strongly, as I have contact with so many students who struggle to succeed in our current educational 
environment.   So the article by David Rose and Ge Vue, 2020’s Learning Landscape:  A Retrospective on 
Dyslexia, written as a Presidential address to the 71st IDA Annual Conference, Beijing, 2020, was inspiring.   
Especially intriguing was a paragraph on learning and instruction: “…The flexibility of modern media makes it 
routine to present information in multiple formats and media, to 
adjust presentation, pace, supports, and challenges to meet the 
individual students, to allow them to articulate what they know in 
various ways, and so forth.  Now we seek high standards for all 
students, but no longer have to standardize methods for reaching 
those standards.”  You’ll  have to find the article to find out why 
they were able to make those statements, based upon their 
predications as to what had occurred in education in the previous 
ten years.  I wish we were already in this place in education.  
Perhaps in the future?

Each issue of Perspectives includes many ideas and information 
to include in my daily experience as a practitioner working with 
students and families with dyslexia, and the teachers and 
administrators that help them in the classroom. I encourage you 
to take the time to read through this valuable resource as it 
reaches you.  As a member you can also access the electronic 
version through the IDA Website.

If you haven’t reached for a Perspectives lately, I hope I’ve 
reminded you of what a great publication it is.  You might even 
decide to share it with a colleague!  

Join In!
Please join us on the ORBIDA 

facebook page and blog!

 www.facebook.com, and do a 
search for ORBIDA (you must have 

an existing facebook account)
or our blog

http://z6.invisionfree.com/
northwest_dyslexia

You must set up an account before 
posting a question or response

http://www.invisionfree.com/
http://www.invisionfree.com/
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.facebook.com
http://z6.invisionfree.com
http://z6.invisionfree.com
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!

!

For!further!information!contact:!
Matthew!Wiens!

Ameriprise!Financial!
503.205.4526!

Matthew.J.Wiens@ampf.com!

! Financial!Planning!
! Investment!Strategies!

! Retirement!Planning!

Oregon Branch of International  
Dyslexia Association     

!

!

Just!for!meeting!with,!Matthew!Wiens,!an!Ameriprise!
financial!advisor!we’ll!donate!$50.00!to!Oregon!Branch!of!

International!Dyslexia!Association.!

Receive!a!complimentary!initial!consultation!with!an!Ameriprise!financial!
advisor.!!We’ve!been!helping!clients!reach!their!financial!goals!for!more!than!
110!years.!!We’ll!introduce!you!to!our!unique!and!collaborative!Dream!>!Plan!>!
Track!>!!approach!to!financial!planning.!!When!you!meet!with!us!we!will!make!a!
donation!to!the!Oregon!Branch!of!International!Dyslexia!Association.!!!

partners with 

Ameriprise!Financial!Services,!Inc.!offers!financial!advisory!services,!investments,!insurance!and!annuity!products.!!RiverSource!products!are!offered!by!affiliates!of!Ameriprise!Financial!Services,!
Inc.!Member!FINRA!and!SIPC,!CA!License!#0684538.!

Give a Gift That Cares
Is someone you care about coping with dyslexia? 
Or raising or teaching a child who has dyslexia?

There's no better gift than an IDA/ORBIDA membership for a year's worth of information and 
support. Members enjoy IDA and ORBIDA lectures, online newsletters, book discounts,             

fact sheets and more.

Place your membership gift order (which includes both IDA and ORBIDA membership): at
https://www.interdys.org/olssecure/JoinorRenew.aspx

https://www.interdys.org/olssecure/JoinorRenew.aspx
https://www.interdys.org/olssecure/JoinorRenew.aspx
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General Support Opportunities

 $5 will provide specific materials/information and 
 postage for mailing to one family with children who 
 are or maybe dyslexic.

 $25 will pay for one hour’s time for a qualified 
 Information & Referral resource to return multiple 
 phone calls and/or e-mails, and to mail our specific 
 and appropriate information to people who have 
 contacted our organization for help.

 $100 will pay expenses for one month’s Lecture Series 
 meeting.

 $100 will provide scholarship for conference registration 
 for one day of an ORBIDA annual conference for a 
 pre-service educator (student).

 $225 will provide a scholarship for a conference 
 registration or one day of an ORBIDA annual 
 conference.

 $350 will provide one month’s rent for the shared 
 office space used by ORBIDA.

 $350 will provide a full scholarship for an annual 
 conference.

 $400 will provide one scholarship for conference 
 registration to an IDA annual conference.

Any and all contributions used to help those 
with dyslexia are greatly appreciated. 

Thank you!

TimberLines Advertising

TimberLines is published 
electronically four times a year by 
the Oregon Branch of the 
International Dyslexia Association. 
We welcome submissions of articles, 
calendar events, and feedback. 
Please submit your articles/calendar 
items/comments to Jennifer Jocz, 
editor, at:

jenniferjocz@comcast.net

Advertising Rates:
                     SINGLE            4-          MEMBER 4-
          ISSUE RATE  ISSUE RATE  ISSUE RATE

Business Card $10    $30       $25
Quarter Page $20    $60       $50
Half Page  $40    $120      $100
Full Page  $75    $225      $200

Please e-mail your ad in one of two formats 
(Microsoft Word or .pdf) and please mail 
payment to ORBIDA when you submit the  
ad copy. ORBIDA members receive a 
discount on the 4-issue rate!

Please contact Gary Wright, advertising 
manager, with any advertising questions at:
gbwright47@me.com

Interested in joining or renewing your membership to ORBIDA?
Please click on this link for information on how  to join!

https://www.interdys.org/olssecure/JoinorRenew.aspx

NEW

mailto:jenniferjocz@comcast.net
mailto:jenniferjocz@comcast.net
mailto:gary.b.wright@verizon.net
mailto:gary.b.wright@verizon.net
https://www.interdys.org/olssecure/JoinorRenew.aspx
https://www.interdys.org/olssecure/JoinorRenew.aspx

